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: _to know how big a number. we are tatk~

Washington, D.C., was it has to come. -
. from the general fund portion of timber

.. Beasley, who is also a'memiber of the -* recéipts and not the 25 percent allocat- - -

. Citizens Advisory Group for asbestos
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Diring the past year and a half, vari:

.. “Fifstof all, it would be really

ingabout,"\ Bmle)'said- Jul e ' :
- ous groups in the community studying -

e determine the size and extent o
.- 8 for schools and toads,” Beaslcy.said. _the problem have identified the need - :-. $1,493,394 3

' communitytrust, -

- :1{:wobh’t be enough, she. gagd._gh;

- president of the local hospital board of -

: u M‘ teesl .

. of $550 million. When the total.is:

"tioned, people admit to-not really
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No one is sure thunhmoney isi .

“needed to credte a community heaith:

* -cate funding mechanismto stumpage. - “_trust. Beasley and other members ofa

'_-' sifees:

“It's dn option pnd you cando the math " ¢

! “It’s no\t emugh""" I“‘: L E ey '

“1:¢force to savé the Stimson Lumbét Cost.: i1
:millin Libby dnd perhaps tié a-health-

_-‘on timber receipte.” .. .0 s

..~from several sources of funding and not:. -

-

1802 sy AQ1] W1-oieom[Eoq
PoTeIaI-501SEGSR SIBOA OM) J9A0
15nf Uy yEq) 3300 £3883d.

18301 ,._E.Bhoo 0} 0f XU 21 30}

o pes Asieead ., U
£9509_ SU)-20A02 100 [[1Aa 8952104

WesAion@we) . MissH

SEmOIA s0jsaqse Bere AqQT]

‘Western News Publisher

A community health trust for 2, ...

By ROGER' MORRIS: -+ /.. :-“This

&

" .+a3béstos victims may have to come
;¢ issues, is also working with the task

Lo

' :+just one, acéording to
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Gov. Judy Martz h int-
ed a committee to | the
options for an ashestos health-
care program. There - are
statewide concerns that the
growing number of claims will
cause widespread problems for
healthcare programs.

The White Lung proposal has

. caught the governor's attention,

said adviser Todd O’Hair.
“Unfortunately, Libby is at

the front of a large srowball that

is gathering across the country,”

he said via telephone to the task

force. “The fear is it will dwarf

the black lung program.”
Locally there is concern that
it may not be responsive to local
needs, :
“The biggest fear is there are
supposedly. 400,000 people
diagnoséd with asbestos-related

disease according to the .
asbestos companies,” said Gayla -

Benefield, the Libby advocate
for asbestos victims. “A one
-size fits all-program is not going
to work.” ' '

Shipyard workers suffering ‘

with asbestos-related disease
-were exposed to chrysotile
asbestos and have a différent
disease, she said. Libby victims
are suffering from exposure to
" tremotite, which causes a more
progressive disease. -

Plus, in cases of ‘most -

chrysotile victims, theé problem
_was withi the workers. In Libby,
" the workers brought home the

problem on their clothing and

infected their whole family,

“We have: generational cases
where the workers brought it
home,” Benefield said. “That’s
something not seen anywhere

- else.”. ) ‘
“We need a program set up
for all people -exposed to

Libby’s tremolite,” Benefield .

continued. .-

“I'm concémed that the fed-

eral govemnment is going to cre-
ate this program and if it doesn’t
work, we can’t go back to that
well,” she said.

R T

- A proj nts the needs
of Libby not-be a “size
that fits everyone else,” she
said.. -
“This fiber. needs it’s own
identity and these people need
their own plan,” Benefield con-
cluded, = -
Benefield. is also concerned |
that the burden is being put on
the federal government and not
the responsible party - W.R.

. Beasley recognizes the possi-
bility of Libby’s needs being
overlooked in a national discys. -
sion, She $aid it means the com- .
munity has to remain actively
invo}ved in'the White Lung dis- -
cussion, _

One of the aspects of a com- -
munity-health trust that. worries

. Beasley is administering the::

'healthqrdgmm. S T PRy Py
- *“Having a pot of money is-
not enough,” she said. “You
have to be able to distribute it
-and that’s the attactiveness of a
White Lung type program.” - . -
Any program created has to’

~allow the patient a choice of

provider and the program has to.
be portable - it goes with the

. patient,

In addition, an asbestos .
health plan has to provide: pri-
mary care, specialty care, .
screening and monitoring, acute
hospitalization, long-term care,
prescriptions, home healthcare,
mental healthcare, respite care
and research, AT
- "“We need a number that cov-
ers all of that,” Beasley said, -

Pharmaceutical and health

research could contribute to a
community trust by -conducting
studies within the community,
shesaid, . . - : :
And there are some corporate
foundations that might be inter-

+ ested in contributing to a trust,

But a federal appropriation:
would seem to be in the more
distant future, Beasley said, -
“That train has already lefi.
for federal appropriations this

'year9” She Said. .



